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modo como deve colocarlos que sean utiles a S. M. y al acresentamiento 
de la Colonia, y en el de manejarse para lo subsesibo sobre el mismo 
asunto; sin que de ello se siga ninguna mala resulta con la Corte de 
Ynglaterra: Yo propio dejare escrito antes de ausentarme a aquellos 
Catholicos; afiansandoles en la confianza que devan tener con el sugeto 
que governare aqui; y les dare conducto para que me escriban a Espafia 
en caso de que lo necesiten. Esto digo a Vuestra Excelencia para que 
no tenga desconfianza de que se malogre lo adelantado estribando solo 
en que se sigan las sendas que quedan ya trilladas. 

Ofresco mi obediencia [a] las ordenes de Vuestra Excelencia con la 
mas rendida voluntad y ruego a Dios le guarde la vida muchos aflos que 
deseo. 

Nuebo Orleans y Febrero 11 de 1768. 
Excelentisimo Senor, 

Beso la Mano de Vuestra Excelencia 
su mas seguro y fido servidor, 

D. Antonio de Ulloa (rubric). 
[Addressed: "Excelentisimo Senor Marques de Grimaldi ".] 

5. Letters of William T. Barry, 1806-1810, 1829-1831. 

For the following letters and extracts from letters we are in- 
debted to Professor Isaac J. Cox. They are derived from, a book of 
copies of letters of William T. Barry, Postmaster-General under 
Jackson, 1829-1835, now in the possession of Mrs. Walton C. Hill, 
of Newport, Kentucky. The first two were addressed to his oldest 
brother, John Barry. The third is an autobiographical fragment in 
a letter ostensibly addressed to his infant son. The remainder were 
written to his daughter, Mrs. Susan Taylor of Newport, Kentucky. 

Barry was born in Virginia in 1785, was graduated from the 
College of William and Mary in 1807, represented Kentucky in the 
House of Representatives in 1810-1811 and in the Senate in 1815- 
1816, and held high judicial office in his state. When appointed 
Postmaster-General in March, 1829, he had lately been defeated as 
Jackson candidate for governor of Kentucky. It is familiar that he 
was the first Postmaster-General to be admitted to a seat in the 
Cabinet. Resigning in 1835 to become minister to Spain, after an 
unsuccessful administration of the Post-Ofnce Department, he died 
on his way to that country. His letters, mostly occupied with 
family matters, reveal an affectionate nature, expressing itself con- 
ventionally but warmly, an anxious desire to improve by self-educa- 
tion, and a mind of but ordinary capacity. The letters and extracts 
selected for publication, while they contain nothing of importance 
that is wholly new, cast an interesting light on two important poli- 
tical episodes. During the last part of his public service Barry felt 
considerably embittered against those who surrounded Jackson and, 
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as he thought, used the latter for selfish purposes; but he retained 
still a great admiration for his hero. 

I. William T. Barry to John Barry. 

Lexington, December 6th, 1806. 
Dear Brother: 

I have received yours of the 19th Ultimo, written in Pittsburg. Its 
contents astonished me much, but I was not surprised to find that S. 1 is 
the confidential friend of B. . . J 

He is a young man of striking character. His passage thro' life has 
been marked with uncommon incidents. I felt a great regard for him, 
and feel glad he went off, least he should have gained too much on me. 
But give my compliments to him if you see him. We differ in our 
political views, but I regard him as a man of honour and a gentleman. 
The times appear big with events. B. . . . and his party are worthy of 
much attention. They ought to be watched. The Executive of the U. S. 
must be greatly embarrassed. Tom's Philosophy will not do in these 
calamitous times ; as Randolph observed, it is necessary to have a little 
energy. J. Davis 3 has renewed the prosecution against B. . . .; how it 
will terminate I can't say. 

He has also indicted Genl. Adair for the same or a similar offense. 
A few days will ascertain the result. Sebastian is completely disgraced. 
It is proven incontestably that he has for some years received a 
Pension of $2000 per annum. The Legislature is in a great ferment and 
talk of unmaking two more of the Judges of the Court of Appeals, viz., 
Muter and Wallace; if they do not resign, I conjecture they will be 
removed. Thos. Todd, one of their brother Judges, is anxious now for 
their removal, and says that in consequence of their imbecility all the 
duties of the court devolve on him. The confession of Judge Innis, who 
was called on as a witness against Sebastian, has astonished the country 
and established beyond doubt the existence of a former Spanish Associa- 
tion. When he produced the evidences of it, it was done with much re- 
luctance; he cried like a child, was attacked with a Vertigo that night, 
and was under the necessity of being bled twice. Thus it is that weak 
men, innocently inclined, when entrapped by the arts of the ingenious 
and intriguing, feel ashamed and abashed at the development of their 
own folly. Like a pendulum, oscillating from virtue to vice, one half 
of his life spent in sinning and the other in repentance. The enemies 
to the N. World 4 literally know not what to do or say. Wm. Little 5 has 
just completed a pamphlet of more than a hundred pages, in order to 
prove that no Spanish Association was ever formed. Its object was to 
exculpate John Brown and Sebastian, etc. The very evening it came 
from the press in Frankfort, Sebastian gave the lie to it, by a full and 
open confession. This at a single blow overturned the fine fabric of 
the Apostle's missionary construction. Old Bradford, 6 etc., had spoken 

1 Perhaps Senator John Smith of Ohio. 

2 Burr. The letter was written the day after the grand jury at Frankfort dis- 
charged Burr. 

3 Joseph H. Daveiss, the Federalist district attorney. 

'New World, meaning the Western World, Wood and Street's newspaper. 
"William Littell, Political Transactions in and concerning Kentucky (Frank- 
fort, 1806). 

"John Bradford of the Kentucke Gazette. 
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highly of this work of Little's, and recommended it to many of his 
acquaintances as a work of merit, and one calculated to correct the 
mistaken notions produced by the falsehoods of the New World. But 
now he looks like the solemn Owl and says nothing; he does not even 
make a noise after night. I am anxious to hear from you again and 
hope it will not be long before I have that pleasure. Inform me when 
you expect to return. We have cold weather here and a deep snow 
on the ground. 

Your affectionate Brother, 

W. T. Barry. 
To Doctor John Barry from Kentucky, Philadelphia. 

II. W. T. Barry to John Barry. 

Lexington, Ky., January 2nd, 1807. 
Dear Brother. 

Yours of the 1st and 10th Ult. came together by this day's mail. I 
feel much indebted for the important information they contain. I was 
cnly surprised at' one thing, and that is that the British Government and 
B. . . . should be co-operating. I would rather conjecture that it is the 
Spanish and French Govts., from the conduct of the Ministers of those 
Countries resident in the U. S. The Marquis of Irugo' is certainly 
friendly to the views of B. . . ., and if B's plans are against the 
Spanish provinces, Irugo is betraying the cause of his Sovereign. 
Another thing, why do not the French and Spanish Ministers remon- 
strate with our government against the machinations forming to injure 
their provinces? I am informed the British Minister disclaims any con- 
nection with the party and has informed the Secretary of State, Mr. 
Madison, that the existing conspiracy has its origin in New Orleans. 
This is certain, and detailed to me by an agent of the U. S. There is 
great noise here; people are cursing B. . . . and all his adherents. The 
would-be Lexington Franklin, alias Bradford, has publicly declared that 
B. ... is the greatest rascal in the world; that his opinions are entirely 
changed with regard to him. But this change is easily accounted for; 
times have been eventful since you left this. In a former letter I men- 
tioned the election of Pope, 8 the resignation of Adair, 9 and the election 
of Clay in his stead. Bibb was elected to fill Clay's place in the State 
Legislature. The sickness of his family caused him to resign very soon. 
I was elected in his place, and continue a member yet. The Session 
closed last Saturday; we were in conclave two or three days, and had 
many of B's plans disclosed. Mr. Graham, Secretary of N. Orleans, 
had just arrived from Washington. He bears a Commission from the 
President of the U. S. authorizing him to enquire into the traitorous 
plans that are formed, and to arrest offenders against the laws. He 
detailed to us all he knows, which is too tedious to mention in full. He 
says, the first object is an attack on N. Orleans to get possession of the 
publick treasure which is upwards of two million, arms, etc.; to keep 
possession of that place ; to revolutionize the Spanish provinces and 
establish an independent Govt, distinct from the U. S. and ultimately to 
bring about a separation of the Union. This information has come from 

7 Irujo. 

"John Pope, elected senator from Kentucky for the term 1807-1813. 

8 From the United States Senate. Henry Clay, elected in his place, sat from 
December 29, 1806, to March 4, 1807. 

AM. HIST. REV. VOL. XVI. — 22. 
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Blannerhasset, thro' a gentleman who he tried to seduce from his 
country. Mr. Graham has Blannerhasset's letters to this gentlemen 
offering him a Commission if he would join. Graham conversed with 
Blannerhasset himself and understood from him enough to satisfy him 
that a plan as above mentioned, was formed. Everybody is now con- 
vinced that B. ... is a traitor. The Secretary of War, Dearborne, has 
written to the Governor of this State, directing him to order out the 
Militia to the amount of 200 or 300 men, which has been done. Some 
are stationed at Newport, opposite Cincinnati; some at Louisville, and 
some at the mouth of the Ohio, to stop the boats of B. that attempt to 
descend. The Legislature of this State passed a law authorizing the 
arrest of persons who are engaged in the project. The State of Ohio 
passed a similar law and the Militia in that State are ordered out. 
Wilkinson's Army have gone with him at their head, to N. Orleans. 
This movement is unaccountable, and it is supposed to be unauthorized 
by Govt; if so, a blow is struck at N. Orleans e'er this. B. . . . left this 
more than three weeks ago. He is said to have gone from here to 
Genl. Jackson's in two days ; he travels night and day. Genl. Adair has 
followed him. George Adams followed him to Nashville, and will, I 
suppose, go down the river. Everything is in commotion here. You 
mention Martin D. Hardin's being in Philadelphia; he is said to be an 
agent of Genl. Adair's; his departure from this State was sudden and 
unexpected. It is the general opinion that Adair is in the project. 
There js no doubt that Genl. J. of Tennessee 10 is ; he is to furnish 500 
men. 80 men have been enlisted for B. near Vincennes. Blannerhasset 
descended the river about three weeks since. Part of his boats were 
stopped; he had to run off and leave his wife at Marietta. Comfort 
Tyler, it is said, has passed Cincinnati in the night and gone on down 
the river. A great many young men have descended the river; but if 
any are behind, they will be stopped if they attempt to go down now. 
B. . . . sold bills of exchange in this place to the amt. of $42,000, and it 
is expected they will all be protested; if so, it will ruin some of the 
Merchants here. I shall be sorry for some, but for others I am not. 
Sanders purchased $15,000, Craig $4,000, Anderson $5,000, and others 
the balance. The prospect of losing money has touched the Merchants 
in a tender place. Their country may go to ruin, and they will sit calm 
in their counting houses, but touch the strong box, and they are aroused 
immediately. It pleases me to think that the servile, syncophantic, 
parasites of B. are now paying for the honour of his acquaintance. They 
have submitted to be trampled on, and then pay the man who has abused 
them, like the servile spaniel, who licks the foot that kicks him. I could 
say much more but have not room in a letter. I expect to see you soon, 
when we can talk this matter over. My part in the great Tragedy about 
to be performed is pointed out by the finger of virtue and patriotism. 
I will sacrifice all that is dear to me, before I will injure my country. 

Lucy sends her love to you. Our friends are well. 
Your affectionate Brother, 

W. T. Barry. 
To Dr. John Barry, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

10 Andrew Jackson. 
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III. W. T. Barry to his Infant Son. 

October 2nd, 1810. 

... I was born in the County of Lunenburg, Virginia, of honest 
Parents, obscure and humble in life ; with property enough to make 
independent and place them far above the reach of want, but not enough 
to bring them in the most distinguished circles. 

I was the youngest of four children, three brothers and a sister. My 
father, altho' not a man of education himself, was impressed with its 
importance and resolved to give his children as good an education as his 
circumstances would admit of. After going to an English school, my 
oldest Brother was sent to an Academy in N. Carolina, where he made 
rapid progress in his studies and was distinguished above his fellows for 
quickness of parts ; after completing a College Education he studied 
Physic and entered upon the practice, as I shall hereafter have occasion 
to mention. My second Brother and myself were at school together; we 
were constant companions in all our engagements and amusements. We 
went to the Latin School and commenced the study of that Language; 
together we learnt the grammar. The school broke up. He went to 
keep store with a country merchant, I remained at an English school. 
He afterwards went to keep an Apothecary Shop in Petersburgh. 

In the year '96, when I was about 13 years old, my Father removed 
with his family to Kentucky and settled about 7 miles from Lexington. 
My eldest Brother still continued to study Physic. My Brother Leonard 
and myself were sent to the Kentucky Academy in Woodford. 

IV. W. T. Barry to Mrs. Susan Taylor. 

Washington, 16th May, 1829. 
My dear Daughter, 

I am happy to hear by your letter of the 3rd of the good health of 
your family and our friends at Belle Vue. 

Yesterday's mail brought me a letter from my dear John. 

He writes in good spirits and says his health is much improved. He 
made a good impression here, especially on the mind of the Secretary of 
War." I find that slander has gone abroad against the amiable lady of 
this gentleman. I was not acquainted with her until I came to the 
City. 12 She appears to be an artless, sincere and friendly woman. She 
may have been imprudent, as most of the ladies here are, but I cannot 
believe she was ever criminal. Major Eaton is himself, one of the most 
estimable men I ever saw; he is the confidential friend of the President, 
and has quite as much, rather more, weight with him than any other 
member of the Cabinet. The truth is, there is an artistocracy here, as 
there is in all places, claiming preference for birth or wealth, and 
demanding obeisance from others, they allow none but sycophants who 
cringe to them to have standing or character. Mrs. Eaton was the 
daughter of a Tavern-keeper belonging to the democracy, she has by 
good fortune (if it may be so considered) moved into the fashionable 
world. This has touched the pride of the selfconstituted great, awakened 
the jealousy of the malignant and envious, and led to the basest calumny.. 

" John H. Eaton. 

a But in a letter to his wife, February 24, 1815, Barry mentions as one of the 
agrements of his boarding house " a charming little girl, the daughter of Mr> 
O'Neal, who very frequently plays on the piano and entertains us with agreeable 
songs ". Presumably this was the future Mrs. Eaton. 
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You must receive with caution what comes through the family of Judge. 
. . . He wanted to be Secretary of War; Eaton was preferred to him 
and he is a disappointed man. Selfish and ambitious, he has thought of 
himself more than of his friends or country. His character was known 
and he was not wanted in the Cabinet. This, of course, is confidential. 
But it is true. The President and his family (a most interesting and 
amiable one) are on terms of intimacy and friendship with Major Eaton 
and his, so are the other heads of Department. As to myself, I am now 
living in Major Eaton's family. I remained some weeks at Gadsby's 
Hotel, but as soon as Major Eaton commenced housekeeping he offered 
me a room with such sincere evidence of friendship and regard that I 
could not decline it. His servants, carriage and horses, are all at my 
command. He has treated me like a brother; offers me his name in 
making any pecuniary arrangements I desire, and does everything to 
make me comfortable. Both he and Mrs. Eaton treated our dear John 
with marked attention and kindness whilst he was in the City, and it is 
no small matter for a Cadet to have the good will of the Secretary of 
War. I have been thus particular because of the calumny that is 
abroad. If rumor were to be credited, but few handsome ladies in the 
fashinable world in the City would be free from blemish. The world is 
bad enough; helpless women are exposed to innumerable dangers; they 
often err, but men are most to blame, and the Slanderer, above all char- 
acters, I most detest. 

I have been much occupied with my public duties. They are becom- 
ing more familiar to me, and I shall get along very well with my 
friends; the approbation of my enemies I do not calculate on. In ap- 
pointments I am cautious ; the government here are often deceived and, 
of course, make some bad selections. But where abuses have been 
practiced, changes are and ought to be made ; it is not done in other cases. 
Your Post Master at New Port, and all others like him who have acted 
well, are safe. But those who have abused their priyileges, circulated 
Coffin hand bills, abused Mrs. Jackson, and acted partially in their sta- 
tions, ought not to expect to remain in office. It should be recollected 
that offices are not private property ; they belong to the public ; those 
held at the will of the President, ought to expect to go out when they 
lose his confidence. In my station I- lay aside personal feelings, unless 
duty comports with their gratification. It would have afforded me 
pleasure to have appointed Mrs. Taylor's brother to the P. Office at 
Maysville, but the views of the President were, of course, controlled by 
the wishes expressed of the people of Ky. and especially of the members 
of the Legislature in favour of Mr. Marshall. I have made changes 
at Frankfort and Louisville against my feelings, but policy called for 
them; indeed, justice to the administration required it. Mr. Clay is at 
Work; his partisans who have abused their stations and who are still 
devoted to his interests cannot or ought not to remain in office. 

It is quite probable that by the time you get this letter your Mama 
will be with you. Request her to travel slow and not fatigue herself or 
the children. I have made arrangements for them on from Wheeling, 
and will, if I can, meet them on the road. She will come in handsome 
style, comfortable, free from expense (save Tavern bills, etc.), and with 
kind and marked attention everywhere. I have invited your Uncle John 
W. Overton to come on. General Jackson says he shall have employ- 
ment here. It is probable I shall find a place for him in my Department. 
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I shall doubtless call frequently on Mr. Taylor to aid me in my business 
in Ky. and Ohio. I hope fondly and shall expect from you and him a 
visit, after we are fixed here. 

Kiss your dear little ones for me, and present me kindly to Mr. 
Taylor and all the rest of my friends that are of the family. 

Your affectionate Father, 

W. T. Barry. 

V. Barry to Mrs. Taylor. 

[Washington, June 11, 1829.] 

Developments are constantly making here, of frauds and peculations 
upon the public treasury, practiced in the late administration, that will 
justify removals and awaken public indignation. It cannot be expected 
of any administration, to keep near them in offices of high trust and 
confidence, personal or political enemies. Removals awaken sympathy 
that is momentary and passes off, whilst the silent but constant influence 
of official station and power is continually operating. 

It is not necessary to act from a spirit of vengeance in punishing 
enemies, but it is right and politic to encourage and reward friends; it 
tends to animate, whilst the opposite course would discourage and dis- 
tress them. Besides it is no punishment to restore men to all the rights 
of citizens. Public employments must necessarily and ought to be upon 
the principle of rotation in office. The sentiment of monarchy is grow- 
ing rapidly ; men and their friends cling to office and lay claims to it as 
private property, and cry out robbery if they are turned out. These 
men that complain so loudly thought it no robbery, nor did I, to turn 
the new Court Judges out of office. 13 If Adams had succeeded, what 
would have become of the friends of Jackson ? This question should be 
answered. Do we turn out men that the Democratic party wish re- 
tained ? Are the real friends of General Jackson and his administration 
displeased; would they rather have enemies than friends in office? 

If the great body of public officers are to be retained, why change the 
head of the nation. Those who prefer the calm of perpetuity in office, 
would certainly be better pleased that the Executive head be made 
permanent. This will not suit a republic ; it was not the case in Greece 
or in Rome. Republics are necessarily agitated and excited ; when they 
cease to be so, the calm ends in monarchy and despotism. But I have 
not time for further speculation. Show this letter to my friends, Col. 
Tibbatts and Mr. Taylor, as I have so little time to write one letter must 
do for all, and as I have began to answer you, have concluded to write 
a little to them. . . . 

VI. Barry to Mrs. Taylor. 

[Washington, June 25, 1829.] 

How uncertain are the pleasures of this world. Your Mama, who 
has seen so much trouble, had brightened up with new prospects of 
happiness. Day before yesterday we were to have dined with the 
British Minister, yesterday with the President, but, alas, we have been 

13 As to Old Court and New Court (of Appeal), see Sumner's Jackson, pp. 
127, 133. Barry had been chief justice of the New Court, abolished at the end 
of 1826. 
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at the bedside of our dear child. And Mrs. E. . . . (this much slandered 
lady) 14 declining the invitations to dinner, has had poor Leonard in her 
arms day and night without sleeping, nursing him as tenderly as her own 
child. General Jackson is remarkably kind. He quit his company at an 
early hour after dinner, came to our lodgings, sat by our dear babe for 
two or three hours, encouraging us and animating the Doctors to 
persevere in their remedies. We have strong hopes, but are preparing 
for the worst. . . . 

VII. Barry to Mrs. Taylor. 

Washington, 25th February, 1830. 
My dear Daughter, 

I have received yours and the one enclosed to your dear Brother 
John, which is forwarded by today's mail. 

We are all well at home, and dear Armistead is still improving, as I 
learn from a letter of the 22nd from a friend at Philadelphia, who 
called on him. You speak of rumours that a division exists in the 
Cabinet. I say to you, and Mr. Taylor and John, what I say to no others 
but. my own family who are near me, politically speaking there is no 
division, but some unpleasant circumstances have occurred to affect the 
harmony of social intercourse between the females of some of the 
families, originating probably, and stimulated by ultimate political views 
of aspirants to office. Major Eaton is known to be the intimate friend of 
the President. The extreme jealousy of some of Mr. Calhoun's friends 
induces them to believe that Major Eaton is rather more friendly to 
Mr. Van Buren than to Mr. Calhoun. 

They fear his influence will control the Executive patronage in 
favor of Mr. Van B. They want him to leave the Cabinet, and are 
willing to give him any other office whatever. The President brought 
Major Eaton in against his inclination, and will not part with him. To 
compel him to do so, is the cause of the attack on Mrs. E. Judge McLean, 
Mr. Berrien and others, who are now unwilling to exchange civilities 
with Mrs. Eaton, were present at her marriage to Major E., and it is 
believed if Major E. were not now in the Cabinet, that Mrs. Eaton would 
be unmolested. I am on good terms with all the members of the 
Cabinet, and so is Mrs. B. with the families of all, but we would not 
join in the prosecution of Major and Mrs. E. Mr. Van Buren and my- 
self thought, and have acted, alike on this subject; so does the Presi- 
dent. The females of the President's family until lately did not exchange 
civilities with Mrs. E. 

The gentlemen, Mr. Ingham, Berrien and Calhoun are, and have been 
all along, personally friendly with and civil to Major E. (Mrs. Calhoun 
is not here). Mr. Branch and Major E. had a personal difference. Mr. 
Berrien and myself were present at an interview between them; they 
were reconciled and are now friends. Harmony prevails at present, 
personally as well as politically. On the 23rd Inst, we had a Cabinet 
dinner. All were present but Mr. Berrien, who was sick. Mr. [Mrs.?] 
Eaton and Mrs. Donaldson and the other ladies were present and ex- 
changed the usual civilities. A few impudent men and women of our 
own party, stimulated by the coalition, still are busy with Mrs. Eaton's 
character. She, however, is sustained by the Foreign Ministers ; indeed, 

14 Mrs. Eaton. 
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a favourite with some of them because of her prosecution, and by 
many members of Congress of both houses and their families. Society 
is unhappily divided about her, but her circle of acquaintance is large 
and respectable. My family visit all parties and will continue to do so. 
I will not join the band of calumniators and will stand by and sustain 
Major E. against such vile assaults; but his and Mrs. Eaton's diffi- 
culties are not mine, nor do they desire me to consider them so. I be- 
lieve my course has endeared me to General Jackson; it has to Major 
E., and some of Mr. Calhoun's friends are jealous of me, but utterly 
without cause, for I like Mr. C. as I do Mr. Van B., but I like General 
Jackson better than either, and will allow myself to think of no other 
candidate for the next Presidential term but General Jackson, and this 
should be the language of all friends; it will prevent divisions in our 
own ranks. I have not time to add more, but may continue the subject 
hereafter when I have leisure. My love to all our friends, Mr. Taylor 
and your sweet babes. 

Your affectionate Father, 

W. T. Barry. 

VIII. Barry to Mrs. Taylor. 

[Washington, May 24, 1831.] 

I cannot say at this time when I shall visit Kentucky. The late 
changes in the Cabinet makes it necessary for me to remain near the 
President until the new Secretaries arrive. Judge White, on account of 
domestic affliction, having recently lost his wife, and one of his only two 
remaining children being now in the last stages of consumption, de- 
clines accepting the War Department. It is not yet determined whom it 
will be offered to next. P. P. Barbour of Va. and Col. Drayton of So. 
Carolina are talked of; it will most probably be the latter. You will 
see from the papers that Mr. Branch has gone off in a pet; however, 
since he arrived in No. Carolina he has regained his senses, and says, in 
accepting an invitation to become a candidate for Congress, that he will, 
if elected, support the measures of the present administration. Mr. 
Ingham, it is believed, will behave more prudently ; he will probably 
remain in the Treasury Department until Mr. McLane returns from 
Europe, and then, if he desires it, go as Minister to Russia in place of 
Mr. Randolph, who is expected to return home this fall. 

Mr. Van Buren will, if he desires, go to England. Major Eaton 
returns to Tennessee for a season, not decided on his future course. I 
shall remain, not for the reason assigned, that the President would not 
accept my resignation until I clear up the charges against me ; this story 
got afloat in consequence of a remark of the President to Mr. Branch, 
who very indelicately asked the President when he was informed by the 
latter of the necessity of reorganizing his Cabinet and shown the 
resignation of Mr. Van Buren and Major Eaton, what I intended to do, 
the President replied that when appraised of the resignations of Mr. 
Van Buren and Major Eaton, that I had promptly tendered mine, which 
he declined accepting, at which Mr. Branch expressed some surprise at 
the discrimination in my favour. The President, to save his feelings 
as much as possible, instead of stating the real cause, that I had done 
nothing to forfeit his confidence, remarked that I had been wantonly 
assailed, in a manner that no other member of the Cabinet had, and that 



336 Documents 

if it were proper for me to retire he would not consent to it, as it might 
be cause of triumph to my unprincipled persecutors. I was advised of 
Major Eaton's and Mr. Van Buren's intentions long before they were 
sent in, and was advised with as to the propriety of their course. It 
was not known whether the other members of the Cabinet would resign 
or whether General Jackson would be compelled to remove them. To 
cut off all excuse and open the way for freedom of action on the part 
of the President, I offered my resignation. When I did so he instantly 
said "No, there is no cause for your retiring; I have reluctantly parted 
with my confidential friend, Major Eaton, and I want you to remain with 
me whilst I am in office." Mr. Berrien is yet absent; it is not known 
whether he will resign or not; if he should, as is probable, in the event 
of Col. Drayton's appointment to the War Department, the Honorable 
Mr. Bell of Tennessee will be Attorney General. If P. P. Barbour of 
Va. should be made Secretary of War, the Honorable J. Buchanan of 
Penn. will be Attorney General. The President enjoys good health. 
Mr. Livingston and Mr. Woodbury are here. In future we hope for 
harmony and united action. A great Jackson meeting was held in this 
City last evening. They adopted resolutions approving of General 
Jackson's administration and recommending his reelection for another 
term. General Duffe Green attended, affected to be friendly, but advo- 
cated resolutions that he procured to be offered, expressing confidence 
in J. C. Calhoun and recommending him again as a candidate for the 
Vice Presidency. His resolutions were rejected by an overwhelming 
majority. . . . 



